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National Planning Meeting

On
“Valuation of Forest Ecosystem and
Costs and Benefits from Implementing REDD+ in Cambodia”
Date 01 April 2014
Raffles Hotel Le Royal Phnom Penh, Cambodia

I. INTRODUCTION

Forest ecosystems are being degraded and lost because of rapid population and economic growth
that make forest conversion appear more profitable than forest conservation. All ecological functions of
forests are also economic function. Many important forest functions have no market, and hence, no
apparent economic value just the use of forest land for other purposes.REDD+ can also foster global
benefits such as biodiversity conservation while providing climate change mitigation. Not accounting for the
potential multiple benefits under REDD+ could result in advantageous options being bypassed that
ultimately could deliver important additional benefits alongside carbon sequestration and storage.
Moreover, demonstrating the economic importance of multiple benefits attainable under REDD+ could
provide a more comprehensive perspective for future decision making on land use and land use change. A
recent study of REDD+ co-benefits has already been conducted by UNEP World Conservation Monitoring
Centre (UNEP-WCMOC) together with Cambodian counterparts: Carbon, biodiversity and ecosystem services:
Exploring co-benefits (2010). The study focused on spatial analyses relating to co-benefits, specifically
biodiversity and carbon content of forest areas under different forms of management. The primary focus of
this work will be an analysis of existing literature on valuation of multiple benefits provided by standing
forests relevant for REDD+ in Cambodia under the relevant management strategies and the preparation
and execution of an inception meeting to define further work on valuation of the multiple benefits
provided by forests.

QOutcome 2 of the Cambodia UN-REDD National Programme is “Development of the National REDD+
Strategy and Implementation Framework”. Output 2.2 is “Evaluation of co-benefits” and lists the following
proposed activities:

= Valuation of the multiple benefits of standing forests under the management strategies (PAs, CFs,

etc.)

= Scoping and evaluation of REDD+ strategies in relation to costs and benefits considering, inter

alia, carbon density, co-benefits, jurisdiction, opportunity costs, resource management issues,
etc.

= Understanding local costs and benefits of REDD+

= Communication of results



Economics can provide valuable information for decision makers and provide input to the
development of strategies and policies. The results of economic analyses or valuation studies by themselves
to not replace decision making. They can provide important answers to pertinent and frequently asked
questions including “What is the value of forest ecosystems beyond their products?” or “What are the costs
of particular activities and what would be their benefits”. These two questions require quite different
analytical approaches, which highlights the importance of getting the questions agreed upon and right. Any
economic analysis answering a question that nobody has asked is of little value.

Il. Objective of the meeting

The key objective of this one day meeting is to agree on what work (starting perhaps with the
proposed activities) would provide most appropriate inputs for the achievement of Outcome 2. Secondary
objectives would be to raise awareness about the role of economics in informing REDD+ planning (including
its limitations) and to provide insights into past economics work conducted in Cambodia.

[ll. Expected result
Consensus on the work to be undertaken during 2014 including initial concept notes.
IV. Organizing of the Meeting

The meeting is organized in the following four sessions:

(a) Opening of the meeting;

(b)  Overview of the Valuation of Forest Ecosystems;

(c)  Group discussion of the proposed economics work in Cambodia;
(d) Closure of the meeting

V. Participants

36 participants will be expected to attend this consultation meeting and they are from:
= Cambodia REDD+ Team
=  Forest Administration
= General Department of Nature Conservation and Protection
=  Fishery Administration
=  UNDP, other UN Agency & Consultant
= NGOs
=  REDD+ Staff



Proposed agenda (Draft)

Time

Activities

Session 1: Opening of the Meeting.

Speaker/Facilitator

08:00 - 08:30 | Registration REDD+ Taskforce Secretariat
08:30 - 08:40 - Welcome guest to the meeting RTS MC
- National Anthem
08:40 - 08:50 | Opening speech by H.E. Dr. Chea Sam Ang National Program Director
08:50 - 09:05 Introduction to output 2.2 Evaluation of Multiple Mr. Khun Vathana
Benefits of UN-REDD Programme Cambodia Head of REDD+ Taskforce Secretariat

09:05-09:35 | Objectives of the meeting Dr. Thomas Enters, Regional
Coordinator UNEP

09:35-09:50 | The role of economics in informing REDD+ Planning | Dr. Ralph Blaney, Environmental
Economist, UNEP-WCMC

09:50-10:00 | Group Photo RTS MC

10:00 - 10:30 | Coffee Break (30 min)

Session 2: Overview of Valuation of Forest Ecosystems

10:30-10.55 | Valuation of forest ecosystem in Cambodia Dr. Ou Ratanak, Agricultural and
Natural Resource Consultant
10.55-11:20 | International experiences with forest ecosystem Dr. Ralph Blaney
valuation
11:20-11:40 | Costs and benefits from implementing REDD+ Mr. Pheakkdey Nguon
11:40-12:00 | Q&A
12:00-13:30 | LUNCH

Session 3: Grou

p Discussion of the proposed economics work in Cambodia

13:30-15:30 | Group discussion: Facilitator:
=  Groupl: What do we need to learn more? Groupl: Thomas, Peter, Kimhy
= Group?2: Priority Mapping for Forest Group?2: Ralph &Ratanak
Ecosystem Valuation in Cambodia?
15:30- 16:00 | Coffee Break (30 min)
16:00 - 17:00 | Refinement of proposal Dr. Thomas Enters,

Session 4: Closure of the Meeting

17:00-17:10

Wrap up and next steps

Mr. Peter

17:10-17:20

Closing remarks by Mr. Kim Nong

Deputy National Program Director




